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on their side, could not disinterest themselves without denying their
own meaning and purpose and thereby virtually signing their own
death-warrant. In Italy and Germany, as well as in Russia, the new
pagan authority took up the position that the proper field of eccle-
siastical activity was limited by the walls of consecrated buildings
and its proper scope by the liturgical exercises performed therein,
and that, outside the church-walls and the hours of church-service,
the church-members belonged, body and soul, to the 'totalitarian
states' that claimed them as their subjects. This claim could not be
accepted by the Churches, which had won and held the allegiance
of their members by concerning themselves with the whole field of
human life. The consequence was an acute conflict of jurisdiction
which brought home to every religious man, woman and child, in
each of the countries in question, the truth of the saying that no
man can serve two masters.1
The conflict, as it developed in Russia, Italy and (Jermany, was
chequered by prudent pauses and provisional compromises; but at
the time of writing it had not been either eliminated or resolved in
any one of the three countries ;2 and the strategic point in the spiritual
battlefield over which the struggle was fiercest was the moral educa-
tion of the rising generation. On both sides it was realized that who-
ever retained possession of this point would be the ultimate winner
of the battle, because the moral education of the young was the key
to the command of the future; but here any genuine and lasting
compromise was impossible, because, in each country, the two
schemes of life which were in conflict were irreconcilable, KO that
every child must learn either to hate the one and Jove the other or
else to hold to the one and despise the other. Goci and Tribalism
could not both be served.
In one or other or all three countries, the conflict involved a
majority of the historic living religions: Christianity, Judaism, Islam,
Buddhism; and, at the time of writing, each of these religions was
fighting for its life in Italy or Germany or Russia in its own tradi-
tional way. In observing the conduct, and estimating the prospects,
of Christianity, which was the religion principally concerned, it was
to be remembered that the Christian Church had originally proved
its mettle, and won its hold over the hearts of Mankind, by resisting
to the death the pretensions of a pagan state of an earlier age. This
1  Matt. vi. 24.
2  For the chapters of tlie conflict between the Fancist State and the Catholic
Church in Italy which ended in the Lateran Agreements of 1929, KCO the
Survey for 1929 9 Part V. The corresponding conflicts in Russia and Germany
will be dealt with in a later volume.